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THE 


ADDRESS. 


MY GOOD FRIENDS, 


NFEIGNEDLY reluctant as I was to 
comply with your requeſt, and to en- 
ter upon a public vindication of my princi- 
ples and conduct in my miniſtry ; I am now 
compelled to do it. My Rector ſays, that 
he has thought it his duty to bring what 
he calls this ſeeming charge againſt me, but 
what I cannot but call a dire& and abſolute 
one, that he and many other perſons re- 
„ member too well poſſibly: to be miſtaken, 
* that I have in this and other diſcourſes 
„delivered doctrines contrary to the ſacred 
« Scriptures, the church of England, and 
e the 
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* the promiſe I ſolemnly made in the pre- 
e ſence of God at my Ordination.“ An aſ- 
ſertion that I ſhudder at, and which, if 
founded in fact would expoſe me deſervedly 
to public cenſure. He adds * that unleſs 
I ſubmit the Sermon to his peruſal mi- 
* nutely to examine it, or print it, be zs 
« driven to ſay, that I have preached doc- 
te trines totally inconſiſtent with, or contradic- 
« Zory to the ſcriptures, and the doctrines of 
the church, which I have ſolemnly en- 
«© oaged to maintain, and ruinous to the 
„ ſouls of thoſe, who heard and believe 
* them.” I therefore adopt the latter mode, 
and both the Sermon and the Letters ſhall 
lie publicly before you; and I hope and 
truſt, that (after your private declarations in 
my favour) you will by ſome public teſti- 
mony expreſs your approbation, not only of 
my principles in this particular diſcourſe, 
but of the general tenor of my doctrines and 
conduct in the miniſtry. I have now lived 
among you ſeveral years, experiencing many 
inſtances of perſonal affection, and flattered 
by numerous teſtimonies of applauſe, and I 


have 
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have maintained, or believe I have, that, ac- 
cording to the doctrines of the Scriptures, 
and of our Church in her eleventh Article, 
no man was juſtified by his own merit, or 
his own works, but by the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt alone, and that though no 
man could hope to obtain that eternal reward 
which was purchaſed for him by the blood 
of Chriſt, and by the ſatisfaction he made, 
except by faith in him, yet have I always 
ſtrongly endeavoured to inculcate that no 
one could have that practical faith, unleſs he 
ſhewed it by a moral, holy, and virtuous 
life, which was pleaſing and acceptable to 
God. See the tawelfth Article. 


Theſe were the ſentiments, that in con- 
junction with your late moſt reſpeted and 
moſt revered Paſtor, I long endeavoured to 
enforce. Under his patronage I almoſt be- 
gan the office of my miniſtry, He ſet me a 
bright example of diligence in his vocation, 
of rectitude in his conduct, and of piety in 
his devotion. He was frequently pleaſed to 
expreſs an approbation of my endeavours in 

the 
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the performance of my duty; and under his 
inſtruction thoſe ſentiments of religion were 
matured, which I had early imbibed. And 
on the mournful occaſion of his deceafe, I 
declared in the face of the congregation, that 
the doctrines he had held were ſuch as the 
Scriptures contained, and ſuch as my heart 
approved; and that his conduct ſhould be 
an example to me. 


Before I bid a final adieu to this ſubject, 
I muſt add, that if this addreſs to you ſhould 
not be followed by ſome mark of your ap- 
probation, I can no more with fatisfaGton, 
enter the church of Sutton as a miniſter, 
but ſhall retire with the hope, that as my 
errors in point of doctrine, whatever they 
may be, have not been wilful; I may, when 
the appointed time ſhall come, repoſe with 
my late eſteemed Friend, in the boſom of 
our God. | 


To you, my Pariſhioners and my Friends, 

I am truly grateful for all your kindneſs 
and attention. To your candour, your good 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, and your knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and the doctrines of our church, I commit 
myſelf, hoping that no prejudice or partia- 
lity will bias your judgment in ſo important 
a conſideration, to pronounce otherwiſe than 
as the glorious truths of the goſpel require. 


To thoſe particular and anxious friends, 
who ſo kindly and voluntarily intereſt them- 
ſelves in my favour, and have offered to pro- 
mote a ſubſcription for the publication, I 
return my moſt cordial thanks, and hope 
that my gratitude and affection will be ſhewn 
in the future conduct of my life. 


F. BLICK. 


Sutton Coldfield, 
Feb. 22, 1791. 


POST- 


4 


— 


ener 
— < a 


—a * 


—— 


. —- 


_ PR _ 
= * . — — 
- — - 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HAVING remarked when ] ſent the preceding ad- 
dreſs to the Printer's, that I could no more enter the 
Church of Sutton with ſatigfaction, as a Minifter, with- 
out ſome teſtimony of the approbation of thoſe, who for 
fo many years had heard and known me; I think it 
now as neceſſary to add, that the very liberal and re- 
ſhefable ſubſcription, that has been entered into for the 
publication of the Sermon, by almoſt all the principal 
Inbabitants of the Pariſh who heard it, by the others 
who, at the time of its delivery, did not attend the 
Church, by the neighbouring Gentry and Clergy, and 
even by the Prefident of St. John's (my Tutor) and 
the College of which I was formerly a Member, is 
to me the moſt flattering, the moſt honourable, and moſt 
fatisfaftory teſtimony, that the dotirines, I have ſo long 
held in this place, have not been deemed contradictory 
to thoſe of the Scriptures, or of our Church; and that my 
conduct in the vocation, whereunto I have been called, has 
not deſerved the cenſure, but on the contrary gained the 
eſteem of thoſe who have heard and known me. Return- 
ing then, as I do, my moſt fincere thanks to thoſe reſpett- 
able Subſcribers, who have honoured the publication 
with their names, I determine, never more to ſet pen to 
paper on this ſubjet?. 
F. J. 
March 19, 1791. 
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LETTER I. 


FROM THE REV. MR. RILAND, TO THE REV. MR. BLICK. 


SIR, 

S there were, in your Sermon of yeſterday, 
various particulars, which, with many per- 
ſons, I find, but eſpecially with myſelf, want an ex- 
planation, I call upon you for that explanation, that 
we may know what your meaning was, both as to 
things* and perſons. And, in the mean time, that I 
may not miſtake your words in the Sermon, I aſk 
for a peruſal of it. Pleaſe to ſend it by the Bearer 

to 


Your F riend, 


inge, And Servant in the Goſpel, 


* J. RILAND. 


* Thoſe words that are in Italics were ſcored under in the ori- 
ginal Letter. 


2 THE CORRESPONDENCE, 


THE REV. MR. BLICK's ANSWER, 


Feb. 1, 1791. 
REV. SIR, 


Own myſelf much ſurprized at the letter I have 
received from you laſt night, and ſorry to find 
that any particulars in my Sermon on Sunday 
ſhould need an explanation, or be ſuppoſed to con- 
tain any ſecret meaning, as both the language and 
doctrines I endeavoured to render as plain as poſ- 
ſible. To you, Sir, however, I am ready to give 
any explanation that may be required, but to no 
other perſon, except I am firſt acquainted with them 
by name. With reſpect to my meaning as to per- 
ſons, 1 am perfectly unconſcious of any, as poſitively 
aver I neither made nor meant any perſonal refer- 
ence whatever; and as to /hings or doctrine, I am 
aſtoniſhed they ſhould need any further explanation, 
for the ſentiments were ſuch, as about ſeven years 
ago delivered in the ſame church, and to the ſame 
audience, and for a great part in the ſame words, 
and ſuch, as I have been told, have had a happy 
effect, been much approved of by the congregation 
at large, and ſuch as I have been actually thanked 
for. The purport of the doctrine as contained in 
one ſentence, which you muſt have heard me re- 
peat towards the cloſe of my diſcourſe, was, that 
without 
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without holineſs, without purity of manners, and the 
practice of the moral duties, no one could be en- 
titled to that reward, which the merits and atone- 
ment of Chriſt had purchaſed for him; and this I 
hope and believe, is ſtrictly conformable to the doc- 
trine of the ſacred ſcriptures, and the church of 
England. Your deſire, that I will ſend you my Ser- 
mon, I muſt beg leave to refuſe. If, Sir, there are 


any paſſages you can refer to, that you wiſh to ſee, 


or ſhould requeſt any further explanation of any 
particular points, thoſe ſhall be inſtantly complied 
with, but indeed to ſend it verbatim, if it was not 
contrary to my inclination and conſtant reſolution, 
is probably in this caſe out of my power. It was, 
Sir, my fervent prayer at the delivery, that the diſ- 
courſe might by the grace of God, conduce to the 
edification and amendment .of life of my hearers, 
and I {till pray that it may be ſo, and that our joint 
labours may always tend to inſtruct the flock in the 
true light of the goſpel, and may help them forward 
in the right way that leadeth unto ſalvation. 


I am, Sir, with reſpect, 
Your Friend and fellow Servant in Chriſt, 
F. BLICK. 
B 2 THE 
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THE REV. MR. RILAND's SECOND LETTER. 


Feb. 5, 1791. 
A cannot procure from you a peruſal of your 
Sermon, I muſt ſpeak to it, in the beſt man- 
ner my memory will enable me; and if I miſtake 
your meaning, as expreſſed in your words, the Ser- 
mon muſt then itſelf point out the particulars, 
wherein I do miſtake it. I am ſure I remember the 
matter, though not fure that I remember the man- 
ner. | 
1. I firſt obſerve, That, in this ſaid Sermon on 
John vii. 17. You repeatedly, expreſsly, and very 
plainly (and ſo that your meaning could not poſſi- 
bly be miſtaken, if common words expreſs common 
ſenſe) ſpake ſo in favour of the light of nature, of 
reajon, of man's capability to teach him his duty, and 
of his power to do it, as that, of conſequence, the 
particular teaching of God's ſpirit, the particular 
direction of God's word, and the particular influence 
of God's grace, in an experimental manner, inwardly 
in the ſoul, were unavoidably, by your argument, 
rendered needleſs. This we all well remember, 
and have no doubt of. Here, then, I aſk you, Whe- 
ther this be the doctrine of your Bible? See the 
contrary. in Mat. xi. 27, and xvi. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 9— 
I 16. 
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16. John vi. 45, I aſk again, is this the doctrine 
of your church, of the doctrine you pray, and the 
doctrine you have ſubſcribed, and ſolemnly, at your 
ordination, engaged to preach? Here ſee the 1oth 
article, and the 18th, alſo ſeveral of the colleFs; ſe- 
lect parts of the homzlies, and of the Ordination-office. 
I aſk how is all this to be reconciled ? My letter 
comes to you as a letter of inquiry. 

2. Tou alſo taught, in your Sermon, to this pur- 
poſe, in a manner too plain to be miſtaken by us, 
in the congregation, that man, by moral condutt, 
and doing his duty, as it is called, in keeping the 
commandments, as you think, and doing the will of 
God thereby, would be acceptable to God, on that 
account; though he might differ, from ſome ſects and 
parties, in opinion, as to ſome myſterious points, which 
were of no material fignifieation. This we well 
remember. ; 

But, I enquire, how is this reconciled with Gal. 
11. 15—21. and chap. 11. throughout with Rom. 11. 
19—to the end? And how alſo with the roth. the 
I 1th. the 13th. and the 18th, articles of our church, 
which you have bound your conſcience to preach ? 
I add, here, in this caſe, by this doctrine of your's 
you preach the law for ſalvation, when St. Paul 
preached it for condemnation, and ſo you go directly 
counter to his teaching in 2 Cor, iii. 5—9. and to his 
experience, in Phil. iii. 6—g. Here I am driven to 
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aſk, which 1s right, and which is wrong, you or St. 
Paul ? | | 

3. In your Sermon you alſo very plainly ſpoke 
againſt a particular item of doctrines, which were, 
as you gave us to underſtand, reſpecting them, 
myſterious points, and as but matters of opinions and 
diſputation, held by particular parties and ſets, as if 
held in contradiction to man's doing his duty, by 
moral conduct, in keeping the law. When I read, 
conſider the meaning, and obſerve what we mini- 
ſters are to learn to be, and learn to do, from Mat. 


Xii. 11. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Epheſ. i. 8. and Col. iv. 


3. and at the ſame time, what we, conſiſtent with 
theſe ſcriptures, call ourſelves, as we pray, in the words 
of the 3d collect in Advent, I am compelled to aſk 
what is your meaning, and how will you reconcile 
the meaning with the Bible, and the church ? 

In theſe three capital particulars you ſeem to me, 
in your preaching your Sermon on John vii. 17. to 
have gone directly contrary to the ſcriptures of God, 
and the doctrines of the church of England, which 


you have ſubſcribed, and have bound your con- 
{cience, ſolemnly, in God's preſence, to preach. If 
I have miſtaken your meaning, by miſunderſtand- 
ing your words, I beg you to ſet me right, and ſhall 
be heartily glad for you to do ſo. I muſt add to 


what I have here ſaid reſpecting this your Sermon 
on John vii. 17. That you taught the ſame capi- 
tally- 
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tally-erroneous doctrine, in your Sermon about three 
months back, on Mat. xxii. 35— IT well remember 
it, though I have ſaid nothing to you about it, 
being willing to wait, hoping God would teach you 
to ſee what you then ſaw not. But both your Ser- 
mons are of a piece, and, as it ſeems to me, both 
are fundamentally erroneous, 

At this manner of my addreſſing myſelf to you, 
and on my bringing ſuch a ſeeming charge againſt 
you, as you ſee here, I can eaſily imagine you may 
be much ſurpriſed, and with it poſſibly much griev- 
ed. I can only ſay, my meaning is not to hurt, but 
to profit you. But, upon this, ſhould you be deſir- 
ous, as I hope you will be, to aſk the queſtion, how 
it comes to paſs, that a miniſter in the church of 
England ſhould preach in a way ſo wide of the 
truth, as of the Scriptures, ſo of his church, I will 
tell you exactly and truly, viz. It is for want of hav- 
ing the truth of the goſpel ſalvation &n9wn in the 
ſoul, by divine teaching; it is becauſe, in this caſe, the 
preacher himſelf has no experience of the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus, in his heart, If we know not goſpel- 
falvation for our own ſouls, how can we preach it 
for the ſouls of others ? If we have no experience, 
we can preach none. For this reaſon we pfeach er- 
ror inſtead of truth, the law inſtead of the goſpel. 
The hearers learn nothing, for they are taught no- 
thing; they receive no truth, for none is given them; 
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and they go back from the church no better than 
they came to it. The blind lead the blind; and 
BOTH are in the way of falling into the ditch. This, 
Sir, is your caſe; and it once was mine. When 1 
was ordained to the Curacy of Sutton, and was a 
preacher there from Sep. — 59 to July 61. I was 
a preacher of error, and no preacher of truth; taught 
the law, and not the goſpel, for ſalvation. And why 
was I ſo fundatnentally erroneous in my preaching 
for the ſouls of others, but becauſe I was as much 
ſo in my own? I knew nothing of ſin, of the law, of 
the Saviour, of the goſpel in my own ſoul; I knew 
no pardon of fin, no acceptance with God, no rege- 
neration, no converſion, no change of heart, nor al- 
teration in life. I thought I was right, and knew 
not that I was wrong; built my own hopes of hea- 
ven on the ſand inſtead of the rock, and taught others 
to do the ſame; ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant! In 
July — 61 God opened my eyes to behold the won- 
derous things out of his law; and then He gave me 
to experience John vi. 45. On that text, in Auguſt, 
I began to preach the truth I knew then experi- 
mentally ; preaching which God bleſſed to the ſav- 
ing of ſouls, but no preaching before this, did He 
ever bleſs. And glory, glory to his moſt gracious 
and wonderful Name, he has kept me from that 
time to this, thirty years, in the ſame way of preach- 
ing, to the ſalvation of many ſouls, as I have cauſe 
to believe. 


Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, I have given you my experience, 
agreeable to that ſaying of the Pſalmiſt, Come all 
« ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
« done for my ſoul.” God grant that your expe- 
rience may be like mine; that you may go and do 
likewiſe ; and then we ſhall both of us, like the apoſ- 
tle St. Paul, who gives his experience in Acts ix. 
ſhall preach the faith, which once we deſtroyed ; and 
the people will glorify God in us, as they did inhim. 

And now, Sir, ſhould it pleaſe our God fo to ac- 
company, and ſo to follow with the teaching of his 
ſpirit, what I have endeavoured to teach by his 
word, to the ſaving good of your ſoul, and fo alſo to 
the ſaving good of the ſouls of the hearers, by your 
preaching to them an experienced goſpel, O how will 
you bleſs God, firit in time, and then 1n eternity, that 
you ever heard truth from my mouth, and read 
truth from my pen] May he cauſe this thought to 
lie as a pleaſing influencing weight upon your 
mind 

I do ſolemnly declare as in the preſence of God, 
before whom I am to ſtand in Judgment, at the 
laſt day, to give an account of my having thus ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to you, that it is the grief of my 
heart to make ſuch an addreſs to you; but that 
duty to my great Divine Maſter, duty to my ſoul, 
duty to your's, and duty to the people's, does, con- 
ſcientiouſly engage me to do it. What I have no 

doubt 
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doubt in the world is my place and duty to do, that 
I believe I ever have done, and that I am fixed I 
ever will do, the Lord being my helper. 

I make not the ſubject of this letter a ſubject of 
converſation with any one whatever, out of my own 
houſe; nor with all in it. This matter, at preſent 
however, lies between me and you alone, before our 
God. 

I with you to take a little time to ponder this ſe- 
rious, very ſerious buſineſs. Do not anſwer in a 
hurry; read, and read again; think, and think 
again, before you write, or ſpeak once. You had 
better let a week paſs before you either write, or 
ſpeak to me on the ſubject. And I had rather you 
would converſe with me than write to me ; unleſs 
you quite prefer the latter to the former mode of 
anſwer. 

Now, Sir, let me beg of you to be earneſt with 
God in prayer to ſhew whether I am right, and you 
wrong, or you right, and I wrong (for one is funda- 
mentally, and not ſpeculatively) and to pray the 
prayer for yourſelf at home, as well as read it in the 
church for others. That it may pleaſe thee to il- 
luminate all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, with 
true knowledge and underſtanding of thy word; and 
that both by their preaching and living they may 


ſet it forth, and ſhew it accordingly.” 


I muſt 
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I muſt add, that I fend you this becauſe I am 
concerned, and not unconcerned for your ſoul, and 
its falvation, for the people, and their ſalvation. 
Did I diſregard you, and them, I would let you 
alone. I know, and God knows, how 1 write this 


Letter; may you know, and he know how you re- 
ceive it! 


THE REV. MR. BLICK's ANSWER, 
TO THE 
REV. MR. RILAND's SECOND LETTER. 


February 12, 1791. 
REV. SIR, 


AVING conſidered your letter again and 

again, I am indeed both ſurprized and griev- 
ed at not only the ſeeming, but the direct and abſo- 
lute charge you have brought againſt me,—ſur- 
prized at the unexpectedneſs of it, and grieved that 
any miniſter of God ſhould bring ſo heavy and ſo- 
lemn a charge againſt another upon ſo ſlight, or ra- 
ther I ſhould ſay upon no foundation at all. Be- 
ſides, I find, though in your laſt addreſs toward the 


cloſe, 
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cloſe, you ſay, the ſubject of it lies between you and 
me alone and before our God, yet, that I am ar- 
raigned before ti e tribunal of other judges, for in 
your firſt letter you ſay © many perſons,” and in the 
former part of your laſt more than once, © we all 
« well remember.” I am therefore the more 
ſorry, that others alſo ſhould charge me upon ſo 
unjuſt grounds with breaking the ſolemn promiſe, 
I made in the preſence of God at my ordination. 
However, Sir, I will only add, that as my belief in 
the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch as 
are profeſſed by the church of England, has 
been from ſerious and mature conſideration long 
fixed, and as neither inclination leads me, nor the 
time allotted to the avocations neceſſary for the ſup- 
port of my family allows me, to enter into any theo- 
logical controverſies, I will therefore reply in as few 
words as poſſible to your long letter. You firſt 
charge me with having ſpoken ſo in favour of 
ce the light of nature, of reaſon, of man's capability 
* to teach him his duty, and of his power to do it, as 
cc that of conſequence, the teaching of God's ſpirit, the 
direction of God's word, and the influence of God's 
« grace, were unavoidably rendered needleſs.” This, 
Sir, notwithſtanding you, or any one may imagine 
you remember ſo well, as “ not poſſibly to be miſ- 
ce taken, if common words expreſs common ſenſe,” 
yet beg leave poſitively to deny. I only de- 

| clared 
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clared that the exiſtence of a God was manifeſt by 
the light of nature and of reaſon, and that men 
judging according to the law engraven in their 
hearts of the knowledge of good and evil, and then 
performing that law or will of God to the beſt of 
their power, were beſt able to judge of any doc- 
trines, whether they were from God or not. And 
for this I appeal to the text. Again, what you ob- 
ſerve about my declaration with reſpect to ſects, or 
parties, or myſterious points is equally void of foun- 
dation. My words were, for I have now reviſed my 
ſermon, that © at the great and ſolemn day of de- 
te ciſion before the tribunal of God, the queſtion will 
ce not be, were you of this ſect or of that, were you 
« of this perſuaſion or of that, but what good have 
« you done? What life have you led? Have you 
« lived according to the beſt of your knowledge? 
« Have you lived a holy virtuous life? Have you 
« performed the moral duties according to your 
te faith? For theſe are the grand important points.“ 
To prove this, I only refer to the very firſt ſen- 
tence of the liturgy; to Chriſt's whole ſermon on 
the mount, and to his deſcription of the laſt judg- 
ment in the latter part of the xxv. chap. of St. 
Matthew. For I, Sir, am not fo uncharitable as to 
condemn every one out of the pale of my own 
church, nor ſo preſuming as to ſay that any one 
will be condemned for thinking differently from my- 


ſelf. 
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ſelf. I further added indeed, that ©« doctrines con- 
ce trary to theſe weighter matters of the law, were 
« c 25 clouds without water, and as ſtubble carried 
tc about by the winds.? And that whoever ſubſti- 
te tuted forms or ceremonies, an over pretended 
ce ſanctity, or a mere talking about religion in the 
ce ſtead of that ſolid piety and virtue, —in the ſtead 
e of that faith in the merits of Chriſt, which pro- 
te duces righteouſneſs, temperance, and charity, de- 
« livered doctrines pernicious and everſive of the 
ce very foundation of chriſtianity.” 

In conſequence, Sir, the whole of your letter, and 
of your charges being founded on erroneous prin- 
ciples, I wave entering into any further diſcuſſion. 
Indeed, Sir, as it does not become a Curate to enter 
into controverſy with his Rector, and as I am really 
debarred from allowing time for that purpoſe, I beg 
you will believe that my hope of ſalvation is alone 
founded in the faith in Chriſt Jeſus, according as it 
is ſet forth in the Scriptures and in the church of 
England, and that I truſt I never did, nor ever ſhall 
hold doctrines contrary thereto. I beg you will be- 
lieve that I give ample credit to the good intention 
and good wiſhes of your heart for me and my ſoul's 
welfare, and I decline any further correſpondence or 
converſation upon this ſubject, for fear offence 


ſhould ariſe, and for the ſake of peace. 


If, 
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If, Sir, however, what I have here declared does 
not gain credit with you, but you ſhould till think 
me ſo capitally erroneous as to hold doctrines directly 
contrary to the ſacred ſcriptures, and to my ſolemn 
promiſe made in the preſence of God (a very, very 
ſerious charge, Sir) my only ſtep ſhall be to com- 
ply with the wiſh and requeſt of almoſt all the prin- 
cipal inhabitants who heard my Sermon; for, Sir, 
they have both laſt week and this, in the perſons of 
Sir Robert Lawley, and the Magiſtrates requeſted 
me to print it, and I muſt do it, in vindication of 
myſelf, and in juſtice to the Pariſh, who are by theſe 
means obliquely accuſed of attending for years, not 
only without cenſure, but rather with marked ap- 
probation as their general petition to you in my fa- 
vour demonſtrated, —to doctrines contrary to the 
ſcriptures and fundamentally erroneous. Should you 
perſiſt then, Sir, in a charge of ſo ſerious a nature 
(but I hope better things of you) reluctant, un- 
feignedly reluctant as I am to meet the public eye, 
I muſt ſtep forth in my own vindication and print 


my Sermon; nor will this be ſufficient, I ſhall think 


it my duty to lay a copy before the Biſhop, together 
with the letters that have paſſed. The anxiety of 


my mind now is not a little, but it does not ariſe 


from any doubt of my principles, nor from any 


conſciouſneſs that the doctrines I have held are not 


perfectly conſonant to the ſcriptures, —No, it 
ariſes 
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ariſes from a concern that any diſputes ſhould occur 
between myſelf and you, between two individuals 
whoſe end in their public and private exhortations 
muſt be the ſame ; it ariſes from a concern that any 
heart-burnings and diſputations ſhould now ſpring 
up in a pariſh which has for many years been the 
ſeat of happineſs, and under your much and gene- 
rally revered Brother of perfect unity and religious 
concord. I am too, much hurt that you ſhould ſup- 
poſe (but I hope I miſtake your meaning) that [ 
pray not in private as well as in public, or that the 
petitions of the church, are not the petitions of my 
heart at home; and eſpecially that you ſhould ſup- 
poſe I do not equally with you, pray to the ſearcher 
of all hearts that he will enlighten my mind ſo to un- 
derſtand his ſcriptures, and ſo to perform the office 
of my miniſtry, that I may beſt promote thereby the 
ſalvation of my own ſoul, and of thoſe committed to 
my care. 

But I have done, Sir. I thank you kindly for your 
declaration of good wiſhes towards me, and all fur- 
ther correſpondenee or converſation on this ſubject 
cealing, when I am favoured with your reply, hope 
we ſhall yet live together in agreement, and in mu- 
tual endeavours to further the ſalvation of thoſe fouls 
that look to us for aſſiſtance and advice. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 
FRA. BLICK. 


* 
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THE REV. MR. RILAND's 'THIRD LETTER. 


SIR, 

Have received your anſwer to my application to 

you for an explanation of your Sermon, on John 
vii. 17. and I find it ſuch as I feared it would be. 
I am driven to ſay, you do not attend to the point in 
hand, you do not keep to the argument before us. 
I remarked that your. Sermon had in it, ſuch and 
ſuch doctrines, which appeared to me very incon- 
ſiſtent with, or contradictory to many particular 
parts of the ſcriptures, as alſo to many particular 
parts of the doctrines of our church; your doc- 
trines I pointed out, then the ſcriptures, then the 
articles, the homilies, and ordination- office, and 
the prayers; obſerving the great difference between 
your teaching and their's; I then aſked you how 
you reconciled all this? and to give me an explana- 
tion of your Sermon; and my letter was a letter of 
mquiry, not of charge. Inſtead of doing this, you 
have not ſaid @ word to thoſe particular ſcriptures, 
nor to thoſe particular doctrines of our church. 
Had you attended to the argument, and argued the 
point over, like a fair examiner of it, you ſhould 
FAN 20 have 
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have ſhewn me the true meaning both of the ſcrip- 
tures and of the church, and then ſhewed how they 
fairly proved the truth of your doctrine, which I 
quoted or referred to, in order to prove the falſity of 
it. I am therefore by you compelled to apply to 
you for the reconciling and the explaining I want. If I 
have miſtaken the ſenſe, and miſunderſtood the mean- 
ing of your ſermon, ſhew. me 1 have, and I will 
thank you, beg your pardon, and recant what I have 
faid. In order for this, you muſt either let me have 
the peruſal of your ſermon, and then I imagine. I 
ſhall be able more minutely to point out the great 
errors in your doctrine; or elſe, you muſt print it; 
(and then I will anſwer it, or recant what I have 
faid; and the public ſhall judge) if you will do nei- 
ther of theſe, then I am driven to fay, that in your 
ſermon on John vii. 17. in that alſo on Mat. xxii. 
35, 36. you have preached doctrines totally incon - 
ſiſtent with, or contradictory to the ſcriptures, and 
the doctrines of the church, which you have ſo- 
lemnly engaged to maintain inſtead of oppoſing. 
{ ſay again, if I have miſtaken the ſenſe of your ſer- 
mons, and miſunderſtood their meaning, ſhew it 
me from thoſe ſermons, and I will thank you, beg 
your pardon, and recant what I have ſaid. 

If you fix to print your ſermon, it is not unlikely 
but that I ſhall ſend a copy of it immediately to 


the biſhop, and ſhall to his lordſhip point out thoſe 
particular 
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particular ſcriptures, and thoſe doctrines of his 
church, which your's contradict. I am perfectly 
ready to meet you, with your ſermon, at the bi- 
ſhop's. 

You name Sir Robert Lawley, and our two Ma- 
giſtrates, and the principal part of the Pariſhoners; 
but what is this to the argument? However, I am, 
Sir, ready to meet you with any, or all of them, 
and before them ſhew. you the errors of your ſer- 
mons; ruinous to their ſouls, if they believe, and 
live and die in the belief of them, as I am fully 
perſuaded before God, and am ready to prove. 
Now, Sir, read with me, An Ut, 20, 21. with 
** v. 13. 

That you may ſee a little more of the doctrines 
of the ſcriptures, and of our church, when brought 
together, than, poſſibly, you may have been wont to 
ſee, or ſufficiently to conſider, I ſend you the in- 
cloſed papers. BUT, Sir, BUT, Sir, let me now 
ſpeak to you in another way, and adviſe you to take 
another method, not with me, but with your/eff, not 
with my charges, as you call them, juſt at preſent, 
but with your own ſoul; and, leaving me, and the 
pulpit, and the pariſh out of your mind, talk thus 
with yourſelf, and indulge to ſomsthing like the 
following ſoliloquy; 

« How is it, of a truth, with my ſoul? Is it 
ſaved? Am I in a ſtate of acceptance with God? 

a 5 Has 
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Has he ſhewed me my fins, by his convincing ſpirit, 
and their pardon by his comforting ſpirit? Do I fee 
the inſufficiency of my own righteouſneſs, to re- 
nounce it (like the apoſtle, in Phil. iii. 7, 8, g. and 
the all- ſufficiency of the Saviour's to embrace it? 
Am I fo brought into a juſtified ſtate? Am I, in 
truth, ſo born again of God, as that I have been not 
only outwardly baptized with water, but inwardly 
renovated by the ſpiritual new birth, experimentally, 
knowing a work of grace in my heart? Can I tell 
what God has done for my ſoul? Is the goſpel, 
truly, the power of God to my ſalvation ? And 
do I preach it to others, becauſe I know it myſelf? 
Are any ſinners brought to ſalvation by my mi- 
niſtry ? Have I any ſeals of my miniſtry ? Have I 
any evidence that any ſuch will be my joy, and crown 
of rejoicing in the great day of the Lord Jeſus ? 
Are there any of my hearers that will bleſs God in 
heaven that ever they heard me on earth? Am I not 
deceived myſelf; and deceiving others? Am I ſure 
that I am right in my ſoul, and as right in my mi- 
niſtry? Am I clearly convinced, that my miniſtry 
to others is not deluſion to others, as deluſion to my- 
ſelf? Can my ſtate bear cloſe examination, and the 
care of my ſoul, and miniſtry, anſwer well to ſtrict 
inquiry? O let me pray, as one before me prayed, 
that I might, after him, © Try me, O God, and 
ſeek the ground of my heart; prove me, and exa- 

mine 
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mine my thoughts. Look well, if there be any 
way of wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the way 
everlaſting.” Now, my dear Sir, ſuffer the word 
of exhortation ; and let me beg of you coolly, fair- 
ly, and ſpeedily, to enter upon ſuch an examination 
into the ſtate of your own ſoul, firſt, and then for 
the ſouls of others, next. Let me perſuade you to 
conſider this one ſolemn point, viz. Your own ſoul 
is at fake; it may be now, or never, with you re- 
ſpecting its ſalvation ; and the ſouls of many, many 
others may be at ſtake alſo.—I have now ſaid my 
fay; I have delivered my own ſoul, in attempting 
to fave your's. God, in mercy, grant, the event 
of my endeavour may, be bleſſed. of him to ſave 


you! Amen, Amen. 
Says, and prays with his heart, 
Your Friend, 
And Servant in Chriſt, 
J. RILAND. 


Parſonage, 
Feb. 18, 1791. 
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THE REV. MR. BLICK's ANSWER, 


| TO THE 
| 


REV. MR. RILAND's THIRD LETTER. 


MX. Blick's compliments to Mr. Riland, and 

informs him that of the two ſermons he ſtill 
thinks ſo contradictory to the ſcriptures, and the 
church; the firſt, he refers to, on Matt. xxii. 35, 
was almoſt a literal extract from one of the excel - 
Jent Dr. Jortin's Sermons, which the firſt Divines 
of our church have ſo highly recommended, and 
in whoſe collection Mr. R. may find it, that there- 
fore Mr. B. leaves him to reply to as he may think 
proper. The other ſermon ſhall be printed toge- 
ther with the letters that have paſſed. 


Feb. 22, 1791. 
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JohN vii. 17. 


IF ANY MAN WILL DO HIS WILL, HE SHALL KNOW OF 
THE DOCTRINE, , WHETHER IT BE OF GOD, OR WHE- 
THER 1 SPEAK OF MYSELF *; 


HE public teaching of our Saviour; ge- 
nerally produced admiration and aſto- 
niſhment, even in thoſe hearers who were not 
converted by it. They wondered at the wil- 
dom with which he ſpake, and were ſurprized 
that a perſon who had never been inſtructed, 
but had been brought up obſcurely in the 
family of a tradeſman ſhould diſcover ſuch a 
ſuperior underſtanding, ſuch a thorough and 
more exact knowledge of the law and the | 
prophets, than the moſt learned Scribes had 
attained to; this was certainly a moſt extra- 
od circumſtance: but the true ſolution 


* In compoſing this Difcourte, I baye been 8 Wgebtzd NY 2 
Sermon on the ſari text already before the public. 


C4 of 


24 THE SERMON. 


of it, Jeſus himſelf gives us in the verſe pre- 
ceding my text, My doctrine,” ſays he, 
„ js not mine, but his that ſent me.“ i. e. it 
is not a doctrine of human learning, or of 
human wiſdom, but an immediate emana- 
tion from the Deity himſelf. 

Here then an important queſlion aroſe. 
How was this declaration ſupported? How 
did it appear that Jeſus was a meſſenger im- 
mediately ſent from heaven, divinely in- 
ſtructed to deliver his doctrine to the world? 
For if this were true, conſequences of the 
greateſt moment depended upon it. And'to 
prove this only two kinds of argument could 
be brought, and our Saviour infiſted upon 
both. The one an external ſign from Heaven 
confirming what he ſaid; and for this he ap- 
pealed to the miraculous works which he 
wrought, demanding belief for their ſakes, and 
alſo to the evident accompliſhments of ancient 
divine predictions in him. He called upon the 
Jews to ſearch the Scriptures, as we repeatedly 
call upon you, to ſee whether the things we deli- 
ver are true or not; for theJews acknowledged 
the old Scriptures to be divinely inſpired, and 
Jeſus left the queſtion to be decided by their 
teſtimony. . For, lays he, they are they 

| **© which 
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* which teſtify. of me*.” The other argu- 
ment is taken from the nature and tendency 
of the doctrine itſelf. ' If it be agreeable to 
the principles of natural religion, and wor- 
thy of God as its author; if it aim at the good 
and the happineſs of mankind by giving them 
juſt ſentiments of the Deity, and of their 
duty: if it contain the moſt powerful mo- 
tives to the practice of piety and every vir- 
tue, — this will prepare a well diſpoſed mind 
to conſider impartially, and receive readily the 
other argument, namely, the external divine 
atteſtation, by miracles and prophecy, as 
plainly ſhewing the interpoſition of the power 
of God to recommend it. 

But the prevailing diſaffection of men to 
ſtrict virtue, and their ſtrong prejudices 
againſt the purity of its moral precepts, occa- 
fioned the grand objections againſt the chriſ- 
tian religion, and were the real cauſe of their 
not believing it. Thus, our Saviour ſays, 
This is the condemnation that light is come 
_** into: the world, and men loved darkneſs 
rather than light, becauſe their deeds were 
*evilF.” And in the text, If any man 
** Will do his will who-ſent me, he ſhall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God, or 


* John v. 39. + John iii, 19. 
| whether 
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'* whether I ſpeak of myſelf.” This is cer- 
tainly a fair and reaſonable iſſue to put the 
credit of chriſtianity upon. For if a man be 
an enemy to God and to righteouſneſs in his 
mind, by wicked deeds, he cannot be a com- 
petent judge. How can ſuch a man aſſent to 
a revelation that carries virtue and moral good- 
neſs higher than human reaſon could do 
without it? How can he aſſent to it, who is 
averſe from natural religion and virtue itſelf, 
even in the degree it is taught by the light of 
nature? But if any one will examine ſuch a 
revelation with an honeſt heart, and with in- 
tegrity of diſpoſition, willing to admit of a 
reaſonable conviction, and willing to do ſin- 
cerely whatever he ſhall find to be the will of 
God, however contrary it may be to his vi- 
tious affection or intereſt, let him be the 
judge. | AI be 

In diſcourſing on this ſubject, I will more 
largely explain, what condition and qualifi- 
cations our Saviour requires in a perſon who 
would rightly judge concerning his doctrine, 
whether it be of God or not, namely, that a 
man ſhould firſt do his will, 2. e. the will of 


God, and in concluſion will draw ſome uſeful 


inferences, which if you will but obſerve 
I , in 
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in the future conduct of your lives will prove 
2 bleſſing to you. 


It was to the Jews our Saviour ſpake, and 
therefore with reſpect to them his ineaning 
was, that they ſhould be properly qualified to 
paſs a right judgment upon chriſtianity, by 
conforming themſelves and their actions to 
the rule of that religion they had already em- 
braced. For he readily agreed with them, 
that Moſes and the Prophets were meſſen- 
gers by whom God ſpake at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners to their fathers. And 
if they were the true diſciples of thoſe an- 
cient teachers, if they ſincerely received the 
law and the holy oracles delivered by them, 
and walked according to their direction up- 
rightly, they might then be able to diſcern 
whether the goſpel which he taught was ac- 
companied with ſufficient evidence of a di- 
vine original. But if inſtead of ſincerely 
obeying their precepts they only profeſſed to 
do fo, that could not qualify them for a right 
judgment. Neither Moſes nor the Prophets 
laid any ſtreſs upon external conformity only, 
nor was their doctrine rightly underſtood, if 
that was ſuppoſed to be the fulfilling of it. 
Thefirſtand great commandment of thelaw, 
which the Jews alfo confeſſed, was ** tolove 


the 
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** the Lord God with all their heart, and 
** with all their ſoul, and with all their mind;” 
and the ſecond was like unto it, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf *.“ And the 
ſubſtance of what God required by his pro- 
phets, ** was to do juſtly and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with God +.” This 
was declared in the Old Teſtament to be bet- 
ter than ſacrifice, and the fear of God and 
obedience to his precepts more valuable than 
burnt-offerings and all ceremonial obſerv- 
ances. Here then was the defect of the 
Jews, which principally occaſioned their diſ- 
belief of chriſtianity. They contended ear- 
neſtly for the punctual obſervance of the ce- 
remonious injunctions of the law, they were 
perpetually talking about their religion, and 
boaſting how much more religious they were 
than other people, even to the tithing of mint, 
aniſe, and cummin moſt exactly, and added 
traditions of their own; but they neglected 
faith, judgment, mercy, and the love of God, 
and the weighter matters of the law 4. They 
indulged themſelves in pride, covetouſneſs, 
and other vices which ſo hardened their 
hearts, and darkened their underſtandings, 


Matt. xxii. 37.39, 4 Micah, vi. 3. f. Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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that they could not perceive, and. would: not 
aſſent to the truths propoſed to them. But 
though this was ſpoken to the Jews, and the 
qualification required in them for judging of 
the truth, and divine authority of the Chriſ- 
tian doctrine was doing the will of God as re- 
vealed by Moſes, and the Prophets, yet it 
holds equally with reſpect to all others; that 
obeying ſincerely a formerly acknowledged 
revelation will beſt prepare them for judging 
of a new one, whether it be real or not, and 
that even they who never had any, by doing 
what the light of nature diſcovers to be the 
will of God, are in the beſt condition, indeed 
in the only ſure way, to know a doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether the teacher 

ſpeaks of himſelf. | 
It is certain that God manifeſts himſelf to 
all mankind by the light of nature and reaſon. 
This 1s his original voice, whereby we are 
taught the firſt principles of religion, his be- 
ing, his perfections, his providence, and the 
homage and obedience we owe to him. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
** the firmament ſheweth his handy work. 
Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night 
** unto night ſheweth knowledge “.“ All 

| * Pſalm xix, 1, 2. 
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nature cries aloud there is a God, and none, 
who juſtly conſiders the works around him, 
can deny it. And men are not only inſtructed 


by the works of God in the firſt principles of 


religion, but he has alſo engraven in their 
hearts a ſenſe of good and evil, and written 
in them the word of his law to the rectitude 
of which their conſciences bear witneſs. This 
is the original foundation of religion laid in 
the frame of our nature. It is as much as any 
thing can be the voice of God. And being 
that which is the firſt and moſt clearly known 
to us, it is the rule whereby all doctrines ſaid 
to be of God, are to be examined, and nothing 
received as ſuch, which 1 is found upon a true 
examination to be 8 o it. 

Nou if this be ſo, it foll ws that they who 
do the will of God as made known to them 
by the light of nature / ſhall know a doctrine 
that is of God, and diſtinguiſh between it and 
that which falſely pretends to that character, 
juſt in the ſame manner, and for the ſame 
reaſon, that they who ſincerely obey a former 
true revelation are beſt qualified to judge of a 
latter one. In the one caſe the honeſt mind 
receives the new divine doctrine becauſe it is 
agreeable to what he was already ſatisfied God 
had revealed, In the other becauſe he per- 

ceives 


W 


$ 
2 
3 
= 
3 
7 
4 


THE SERMON. 31 


ceives it agreeable to what, his reaſon had be- 
fore fully aſſured him, was the will of God. 
And in both caſes it is the corrupt affections 
of men, as a law leading them into captivity 
to ſin, which cauſe them to rebel againſt the 
light that makes manifeſt their evil deeds, or 
occaſions their unbelief. Nor can we reaſon- 
ably doubt but the declaration of our Saviour 
in the text was intended by him to be under- 
ſtood in this extenſive ſenſe. For he knew 
and deſigned that his goſpel ſhould be preach- 
ed not only to the Jews, but alſo to the Gen- 
tiles, who never before had any poſitive reve- 
lation. Therefore the character and qualifi- 
cation he gives us of thoſe who ſhould rightly 
underſtand and ſincerely embrace it, may be 
univerſally applied to all hearers. Indeed 
St. Peter obſerves, ** that God is no reſpecter 

of perſons, but in every nation he that fear- 
eth him, and worketh righteouſneſs is ac- 

* cepted with him *.“ and thus from the ſame 
expreſſion, it may be deduced that he who 
doth his will, ſhall know of a doctrine, ſaid 
to be of God, whether it be really ſo. 

Again, we may conſider this in another 
view equally advantageous, that doing the 


Acts x. 34. 
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will of God is a qualification ſo acceptable to 
him, that it will entitle men to hope for fur- 
ther illumination and inſtruction from him in 
matters of ſo great neceſſity and importance. 
For let but a man live and perform his duty 
to the beſt of his knowledge with an honeſt 
heart, with integrity of mind, and with a clear 
conſcience, and the holy ſpirit of God will 
inſtruct him in what is further neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. He cannot be wrong. God is a God 
of juſtice, he is a God of mercy, and will not 
require more from any man than he has given; 
Jet a man have but an honeſt heart, and inte- 
grity of life to the beſt of his knowledge, and 
God will not require more than he is able to 
pay. He gives toall his living creatures that 
which is convenient for them, he opens his 
hands liberally, and they are filled with 
„good *.“ So too all valuable and uſeful 
knowledge is derived trom God, as its origi- 
nal author. All are taught of God r, for 
there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration 
of the Almighty giveth him underſtanding}. 
Much more may we juſtly attribute to him, 
the wiſdom which is neceflary to men's mo- 
ral conduct, upon which their higheſt happi- 


* Pſalm civ, 28. + John vi. 45. + Job xxxii. 8. 
| neſs 
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neſs depends, and which is moſt worthy of 
him to beſtow. Eſpecially his aſſiſtance will 
not be wanting to thoſe who do his will, that 
they may know the characters of a revelation 
from himſelf, ſince that muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be of the greateſt moment and moſt impor- 
tant conſequences towards their receiving or 
_ rejecting it. For it can never be imagined 
that God would interpoſe in an extraordinary 
manner, to make his will known to mankind 
without intending ſome great benefit to them, 
and conveying ſome very neceſſary inſtruc- 
tion. And the ſame goodneſs which moved 
him to reveal himſelf at all, would determine 
him to favour them with thoſe aids, whereby 
they ſhould be rendered capable of under- 
ſtanding it. Now of all men they are 
moſt likely to be diſtinguiſhed with the pri- 
vilege of receiving further inſtruction from 
God, who have duly improved in practice 
the knowledge they have already attained, and 
have faithfully done the will of God as far as 
they underſtood it. So that we may conſider 
the words of the text, as containing an actual 
promiſe to ſincere well diſpoſed perſons, to 
the lovers of true piety and virtue, That 
„God will certainly teach them ſo far as is 
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„ abſolutely neceſſary, and that they ſhall 
* never fatally err for not underſtanding a 


particular point of doctrine:“ for what 


God intends men ſhould thoroughly undet- 
ſtand and perform is written as it were with 
a ſun-beam. Of their expreſs duty no one 
can be ignorant. And this is what our ho- 
tions of the ſupreme Being natutally lead us 
to believe, and what revelation has confirm- 
ed. I proceed now to draw from theſe ob- 
ſervations fome inferences, that if not 
ſtraightway forgotten when you leave this 
holy temple, may by the bleſſing of God be 
of uſe to you in all your future life. 

Firſt then, hence learn that we are by no 
means required to ſearch into the inexplicable 
myſteries of religion, nor are we to loſe our- 
ſelves in the intricate mazes of ſpeculation, 
We are not to quarrel or diſpute with our 
neighbour about this or that point of opinion, 
for we are commanded, ** as much as poſſi- 


ble to live peaceably with all men“. At 


the great and ſolemn day of deciſion before 
the tribunal of God, the queſtion will not be, 
were you of this ſect or of that, —were you 
of this perſuaſion or of that, but what good 
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have 
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have you done*? What life have you led? 
Have you lived according to the beſt of your 
knowledge? Have you lived a holy virtuous 
life? Have you performed the moral duties 
according to your faith? For theſe are the 
grand important points, We ought there- 
fore as ſoon, and as ably- as we can, to make 
ourſelves thorough maſters of our clear -and 
expreſſed duty, and then God will inſtruct us 
in what we ought to know. We ſhould en- 
deavour alſo to inform our neighbours with 
ſimplicity and candidneſs, and then in every 
particular ſhould endeavour to perform what 
we know to be reaſonable, juſt, mercitul, and 
virtuous, If our neighbour differ with us 
in opinion, let us endeavour to ſet him right 
by exhibiting to him the plain declarations 
of ſcripture ; but let us not proceed to nice 
or doubtful diſputations, let us by no means 
anger him, for ſays the Redeemer of man- 
kind. Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
** thyſelf.” Beſides, God who ſeeth the 
heart will know how far to puniſh or to par- 
don. He alone is the judge. Let us, and let 
our neighbour act according to the beſt of 


* Matt. xxv. 31, &c. 
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our knowledge and belief, and neither of us 
can be fatally wrong; for if any man does 
the will of God, as far as he knows and can 
do, him God will further inſtruct in ſuch 
doctrine as is neceſſary to his ſalvation. 
Another inference is, that we ſhould al- 
ways pay an inviolable regard to the will of 
God, 1. e. to the weightier matters of his law, 
in which all good men are agreed, and make 
it a rule in judging of religious truth. Should 
any new opinions be offered to your conſi- 
deration, then reflect, that whatever has a ne- 
ceſſary connexion with juſtice, and mercy, 
and honeſty, and the love of God, and a di- 
rect tendency to promote them, that may 
ſafely be received, but whatever has no re- 
lation to them is not of importance, and 
whatever has a contrary tendency ought to 
be rejected. Judging by this rule a great 
many doctrines which have been taught in 
ſome chriſtian churches are no otherwiſe to 
be accounted of than as ** clouds without 
water, or as ſtubble carried about by 
** winds*.” What notion can any man have 
of the will of God, who imagines it amply 


* Jude xil, 
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fulfilled by forms and ceremonies, by an over- 
pretended ſanctity, and by always merely 
talking about it? What connexion have theſe 
things with moral goodneſs and holineſs 
„ without which no man can ſee the Lord,” 
or with that purity of manners, which alone 
can entitle us to the reward obtained for us 
by the merits and atonement of Chriſt? 
They are pernicious and everſive of the very 
foundation, when ſubſtituted in the room of 
it; and ſo are things of a better character 
and original, even all the inſtrumental parts, 
or poſitive ceremonies of religion, when 


they are ſubſtituted in the ſtead of ſolid 


piety and virtue,—in the ſtead of that faith 
in the merits of Chriſt, which produces 
righteouſneſs, temperance, and charity. Theſe 
then are the doctrines which we have for 


many years maintained in this place, they are - 
the doctrines, which upon a candid and ſe- 
rious review will be found in the holy ſcrip- 


tures, and ſuch are the doctrines of the church 
of England which we profeſs. 


| To conclude, if we would make a profi- 
ciency in the moſt uſeful knowledge, and in 


the diſcernment of religious truth, let us 
be diligent in the practice of our duty, ſo 
far 
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far as we already underſtand it, and thus if 
«© we follow on to know, we ſhall know 
** the Lord.“ The apoſtle ſpeaks of a kind 
of knowledge which puffeth up, but cha- 
rity edifieth*, By charity we make the beſt 
and ſureſt progreſs in true chriſtianity. It is 
not always the greateſt genius, nor the moſt 
penetrating judgment, that underſtands relj- 
gion beſt. Some men of the moſt eminent 
abilities are the moſt ſubtle defenders of er- 
ror, when their minds are under the power of 
corrupt affections. Thus the apoſtle accounts 
for the apoſtacy of chriſtians, and experience 
juſtifies his account+. ** Men are drawn away 
with the deceits of the world, becauſe they re- 
ceived not the love of truth, and are aban- 
doned to the efficacy of error to believe lies, 
becauſe they had pleaſure in unrighteouf- 
neſs.” But an honeſt heart ſound in God's 
ſtatutes, ſhall know the truth, and the truth, 
ſaith the apoſtle ſhall make them freet- The 
pſalmiſt ſays, ** Fear the Lord, all ye his 
- ** ſaints, for they that fear him lacknothingy.” 
and in the words of the Royal Preacher, 
Fear God, and keep his commandments||,” 
for that is the ſum and ſubſtance of religion. 


* x Cor. viii. 2. Kl. 38. 4 John viii. 32. 


$ Pſalm XXIiv. 9. ] Eccleſ. xii. 13. 
INI. 
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